
 

The unsettled weather and school holidays 

probably contributed to the smaller than usual 

numbers at the opening night of the 

Palmerston North Athletic and Harrier Club 

opening night. Being held on a facility with an 

all-weather surface, it is very rare for the need 

to cancel a meeting. 

The sprint races were contested over 60 

metres and 100 metres and most age groups 

saw similar results in each race. The girls 10 

races were won by Mila Stassen with William 

Rolfe winning both the boys 10 races. The girls 

11 winner was Juliet McKinlay with Briana 

Gorrie being the victor in the Girls 12 races. 

Some good times were recorded  in the open 

grades with Monique Gorrie running 8.76s for 

the 60 metres and 14.00s for the 100m. Sam 

Mackinder was second in both races being 

timed at 8.96s for the 60 metres and 14.47s for 

the 100m. Zac Topping recorded times of 7.19s 

in the 60 and 11.40s for the 100m. Brayden 

Grant took second in both races with times of 

7.41s for the 60 and 11.72s for the 100m. Later 

in the evening he recorded the best 

performance of the night, running the 400m in 

49.95s with Benjamin Wall second in 53.69s. 

Monique Gorrie was also quite impressive 

running 61.56s in the women’s 400m. 

It was great to see members of the club road 

relay team doing a bit of speed work lining up 

in the 1500m Theo Purdy was first across the 

line in 4m43.47s he was followed home by 

Mark Searle in 4m48.19s then Daniel Pinkney 

4m 56.80s and Andrew Davenport 4.59.86s. 

Georgie Furnell was first across the line in the 

women’s race running 5m28.03s with Angela  

 

 

 

 

 

Jukes finishing in 5m37.76s. I was impressed by 

the effort of ten year old Nate Davis who took 

6m20.41s to complete the 1500m. 

In the field events, Mackinder managed a best 

put of 10.70m with the women’s shot whilst 

Jordan Peters managed to get the senior men’s 

implement out to 10.96m. Davis had the best 

discus throw with a 9.88m effort. The long 

jump best efforts came in the girls 11 with 

Tayla Cornwall leaping 3.54m and McKinlay 

3.31m. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

It is good to see the local participation in the 

NZ Road Relay championships with Feilding 

Moa, Palmerston North Athletic and 

Manawatu Striders all being represented. 

Rob Dabb has been able to identify a few 

runners with a local connection competing in 

other teams.  In the Senior Men’s A grade one 

of the favoured teams, North Harbour Bays, 

includes Colyton born and raised, Matt Taylor.  

Opposing them will be Wellington Scottish 

with ex-Feilding Moa Niam Macdonald, also 

featuring Palmy's Chris Sanson. So looks like 

we could see a "local" winner! 

Other "locals" to look out for include Jake 

Jackson-Grammar running for Hamilton 

Hawks, Harrison Porritt in North Harbour Bays 

U20 team, Will O'Connor and Matt Parsonage 

who did his vet studies here are part of the  

Lake City Team. Melissa Black (senior Women) 

and Isaac Murphy, who lives just around the 

corner from Rob and has raced part of the 

course with the Feilding Moa’s recently, are 

both competing for Wellington Harrier and 

Athletic.  Ian Carter with Nelson M60 and Perry 
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Newburn (Napier M60) compete in the 

Masters race. 

 *       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

The IAAF World championships has certainly 

been the centre of a lot of my attention this 

past week. Lots of talking points. I quite like the 

look of the pink Mondo track the first time I 

have seen a track this colour. The air 

conditioning units around the track which have 

been installed to negate the extreme 

temperatures in Doha with outside 

temperature around 40 degrees these units 

are able to throw out cold air over the entire 

stadium lowering the temperature to the mid 

20’s.  

Of concern has been the poor spectator 

attendance. The stadium which has a capacity 

of over 40,000 has had the top section blocked 

off reducing the capacity to 20,000 but it is 

most noticeable on the television coverage 

there appears to be almost more empty seats 

than those occupied. Another concern is the 

number of athletes that are being disqualified 

for lane infringements. One would think that at 

world championship level athletes would do 

better than this.  

Unfortunately, Hamish Kerr once again found 

his troublesome ankle injury meaning that he 

was unable to complete his qualification 

efforts. He cleared 2.22m but withdrew from 

the competition after his first failure at 2.26m. 

It must be of concern that after his 2.30m win 

in the Oceania Championships this ankle injury 

has seen him unable to complete the 

competition in his last 3 major competitions. 

Hopefully this problem can be sorted and does 

not affect the confidence so necessary to 

succeed in this event.  

 


