
 

The Athletics New Zealand Road 

Championships were held in Auckland last 

Sunday and Athletics Manawatu Wanganui 

had further success when Andre Hermandez 

successfully retained the under 18 title. 

Originally from Christchurch, Hermandez is 

now part of the very strong athletic fraternity 

at Wanganui Collegiate. 

In the under 20 race, Benjamin Wall was 

seventh and William Sinclair eleventh. Former 

Palmerston North Athletic and Harrier club 

member Melissa Black was over the moon 

collecting her first national medal finishing 

second in the senior women’s event. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Congratulations to the Palmerston North 

Athletic and Harrier Club athletes who put in 

an outstanding effort to be the first team 

finished in the Marton to Whanganui Relay last 

Saturday.  

The event consists of 10 legs and the 

Palmerston North team, finding they only had 

four runners available, meant that each runner 

had to complete more than one leg. 

Club Treasurer Darren Gray started off running 

the opening leg of 7.8km in 38m41s before 

handing over to Daniel Pinkney who ran the 

8.9km leg in 35m39s. Theo Purdy was next up 

cutting out his 7.08km in 27m29s, then 

handing over to Mark Searle who covered 

6.93km in 29m38s. Gray then took over and 

completed his second leg, this time a shorter 

4.90km in 22m42s. Pinkney then covered the 

next 8.40km in 35m32s before Purdy took the 

shortest leg  of 2.5km, taking 11m32s to cut 

this out. Searle then had his second stint 

 

 

 

 

 

covering 5.32km in 20m29s before the baton 

was back in Purdy’s hand to take 36m46s to 

cover another 8.74km and find Searle waiting 

to bring the team home completing the 5.8km 

final leg in 23m.19s  

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

The 2019/20 season will soon be underway 

with the early season focus being on the build 

ups for the New Zealand Secondary School 

Championships which this year will be held in 

Wellington. 

The Central Region Teams competition has 

meetings strategically placed to lead into these 

championships. This year, the opening round 

will be held in Inglewood on November 2. 

There is a change of venue for the second 

round which will now be held in Palmerston 

North on November 9. The meeting was 

originally allocated to Whanganui but with 

Cooks Gardens venue being unavailable on 

that date the swap to Palmerston North was 

agreed to. The final round of the competition 

will be held in Masterton on November 23. 

Leading into the Secondary School 

championships which start on Friday 

December 6.  

Things get quite busy after Christmas with 

Inglewood hosting the North Island Colgate 

Games over 3 days January 10 to January 12. 

Hawera’s very popular Jumps to Music takes 

place on Thursday January 16 with 

Whanganui’s Cooks Classic moving forward 

from a Tuesday evening meeting to Saturday 

18th January. The Potts Classic in Hastings takes 

place a week later on January 25. Wellington’s 

Capital Classic which in the past has been part 

of the January circuit has been moved back to 
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Friday February 29. The National 

Championships in Christchurch follow on the 

next week. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Reminder this Tuesday is the Annual General 

Meeting of the Palmerston North Athletic and 

Harrier Club starting at 7pm in the Colin 

Gemmell Room at the Manawatu Community 

Athletic Track.  

The Annual General Meeting of the Feilding 

Athletic Club will be held at Timona Park on 

Saturday 28 September starting at 2pm. 


