
 

This week is the National Volunteers Week and 

a visit to the Manawatu Community Track 

earlier in the week made me appreciate just 

how lucky we in the sport of athletics we are.  

Athletics is one of the most labour intensive 

sports in number of people required to 

successfully conduct a track and field meeting. 

Each event requiring more helpers than most 

team sports require. I know for a major event, 

such as the National Athletic Championships, 

the number of officials required is well in 

excess of one hundred, with most meeting 

their own costs to travel to the championships.  

The extent of volunteering is quite varied. I 

know I was asked to submit a list of volunteers 

involved in the Palmerston North Athletic and 

Harrier Club and I was able to identify at least 

40 names of those that had contribute to the 

clubs activities. If you add those involved in the 

children’s clubs and the Harrier clubs the 

numbers would be quite impressive. Many of 

the volunteers are parents supporting their 

children but there are those that are there for 

the love of the sport. 

 I have received a reminder that Athletics New 

Zealand are looking for nomination for their 

long service award that recognises those that 

have made a significant contribution to the 

sport for more than 20 years. Several of the 

club members already have this award but I 

can think of quite a few more that are 

deserving of this recognition and we will be 

submitting their nominations. I encourage 

other clubs to do likewise. 

Getting back to my visit to the track what 

impressed me was that, although it is the off 

season, we had four of our club coaches at the 

 

 

 

 

 

track working with groups of athletes. It is the 

coaches who are probably the most treasured 

volunteers. I would hate to guess how many 

hours these people spend at the track. I know 

that between the four there would well over a 

hundred years of coaching experience. 

 *       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

This year's NZSS Cross Country Championships 

were held in Timaru and Palmerston North 

Boy’s High senior runners performed well. 

Benjamin Wall finished 8th, Andre Le Pine-Day 

15th, Liam Wall 18th, Jamie Dennis 28th and 

Robert Norman 60th. The three-man team of 

Benjamin, Andre and Liam finished third 

overall, which is the first time their senior team 

has medalled since 2000. 

Although at this meeting athletes represent 

their schools, I like to follow the results from 

athletes that are from the Athletics Manawatu 

catchment, so it was very pleasing to see the 

senior boys was taken out by Wanganui 

Collegiate’s Liam Back. He was backed up by 

Andes Hermandez in seventh place and Zach 

Bellamy 20th to give Collegiate second place in 

the 3 man team competition. The Collegiate 

junior girls’ team went one better winning 

both the 3 person and 6 person teams event 

with Ana Brabyn third, Louse Brabyn 16th and 

Josephine Perkins 18th, being the leading 

contributors. Sarah Lambert was fourth in the 

senior girls race.   

Further congratulations to Benjamin Wall, who 

has been selected for the NZSS team that will 

race against Australia later this year. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 
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What’s happening: 

• 20 June - Anderson Rally in Dannevirke 

 

• 25-28 June - Oceania Championships in 

Townsville (Jordan Peters, Hamish Kerr 

and Ben Langton-Burnell competing) 

 

• 3 July - World University Games in 

Naples (Hamish Kerr competing) 

 

• 6 July - North Island Cross Country in 

Taupo 


