
 

Some great performances by Palmerston 

North Athletic and Harrier club members last 

Saturday at the Hastings Steeples.  

Theo Purdy won the men’s event with Mark 

Seale, third, David Lovelock, fifth, and Daniel 

Pinkney, sixth. Georgie Furnell was third in her 

race with Dale McMillan also finishing third in 

the masters women’s race.  

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

This Saturday, there appears to be a good 

representation of local runners travelling to 

Hawera for the Hughes Memorial.  

Feilding Moa will be there in force, with up to 

30 of their members indicating their intention 

to compete and Palmerston North Athletic will 

also be well represented. 

This event is one of the old-style cross country 

events on hilly paddocks and remains very 

popular. With an entry fee of only $8, which 

includes an afternoon tea, it is certainly value 

for money. Unlike the $95 being charged as an 

entry fee for the NZ Marathon championships 

in Christchurch this weekend. Perhaps not a 

fair comparison as there now are so many costs 

associated with Health and Safety 

requirements for events held on public roads. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

With the Christchurch Marathon doubling as 

the New Zealand championships I have 

checked out the confirmed entries for local 

entries and was unable to find any entered in 

the marathon.  

Massey Professor Jim Jones, a good friend of 

the local club, will be representing Scottish 

Harriers and is expected to do well in the 

 

 

 

 

 

Masters Grade.  

Those entered in the half marathon include 

Keegan Fisher and Liam Younger, in the 20-39 

grades, Jo Speedy, in the Masters Women 60 

grade and Graham Thachy in the Masters 50 

race. Liz Longley appears in the entrants for the 

10k race and James Longley in the 1k race for 5 

and 6 year olds. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Last Sunday proved to be a sad occasion for 

members of Anne Thomson’s jumps training 

group as it was Corinna Minko’s last training 

session with them. 

Anne has summarised Corinna’s involvement 

quite well so I will copy what she has written.  

“Corinna is returning to Melbourne. In 

women’s long jump having a PB of 6.49m is 

quite spectacular. It is the result of seriously 

hard work.  

For the past 3 years we have been lucky 

enough to enjoy her sense of humour, her 

relaxed approach and her commitment. 

Working full time with long hours as a vet in 

Dannevirke meant having to use grass for her 

sprint work.  

She also helped at the Dannevirke children’s 

athletic club when she could. Then she 

travelled weekly to Palmerston North for 

jumps. Each year she medalled at the NZ 

championships and cheered for the rest of the 

athletes.  

Her “yeah, OK, I’ll give it a go” phrase will be 

missed. It was a privilege to have you with us.”  
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I couldn’t agree more. Hopefully we will see 

Corinna back her competing it would certainly 

be great if she could come back to defend her 

Jumps in Paradise titles. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

With the mention of Dannevirke it reminded 

me of some exciting news on the harrier front 

about to take place over there.  

The Anderson Rally was one of the iconic 

harrier events in the area but hasn’t been held 

for the last 20 years or so. The Napier Harrier 

Club along with the Feilding Moa Harrier Club 

have joined forces and resurrected this event.  

Shaun Popow was able to locate the old 

trophies that had been gathering dust in the 

local museum and these will be once again 

contested for. Plenty of interest is being shown 

by clubs in supporting this event which will be 

held in Dannevirke on 22 June. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Congratulation to Palmerston North Club 

member Leah Powick on recently being named 

Tararua Junior Sportswomen of the year. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

An important announcement to all those 

wishing to compete at Sunday’s winter track 

and field meeting the start time of the meeting 

has been changed to noon. The amended 

programme is 12pm: women’s 60m, high jump, 

triple jump, shot, 12.10pm: men’s 60m, 

12.20pm: 5000m/3000m/1000m, 12.45pm: 

long jump, discus, hammer, 12.50pm: 800m, 

1.10pm: 200m and mixed 2x100m relay.                           

With a number of athletes competing in the 

Oceania Championships in Townville next 

month, this meeting will be an ideal chance for 

some competition.  Jordan Peters will be long 

jumping and Jordan Stewart and Brayden 

Grant will enjoy some competition from 

Joseph Chamberlain and Zac Topping in the 

sprints. 

 


