
	

The	 Sport	 Manawatu	 Grassroots	 Awards	 last	
Friday	proved	to	be	a	very	successful	evening	
for	 our	 sport	 with	 Katrina	 Gemmell	 being	
named	 joint	 winner	 of	 the	 Front	 Line	
Volunteer	 Award	 and	 Anne	 Thomson	 was	
given	 a	 High	 Merit	 Award	 for	 the	 All	 Round	
Volunteer	 Award.	 Anne	 along	 with	 Digger	
Doyle	were	 also	 recognised	 for	 their	 services	
to	Sport.	

	

Anne	and	Katrina	accepting	their	awards	last	Friday	
(Photo	courtesy	of	Jordan	Peters)	

Katrina	 received	 more	 than	 one	 nomination	
for	her	award	with	both	Squash	and	Athletics	
recognising	 the	 valuable	 contribution	 she	
makes	to	their	sport.	

When	 they	 were	 announcing	 the	 citation	
supporting	 Katrina’s	 nomination,	 I	 couldn’t	
help	 but	 think	 of	 the	 person	 who	 was	 the	
greatest	 influence	 on	my	 role	 in	 sport	Molly	
Dorne.	 Her	 contribution	 to	 athletics	 was	
immeasurable	 but	 it	 wasn’t	 until	 I	 attended	
her	 funeral	and	 listened	to	the	tributes	that	 I	
realised	 athletics	 was	 only	 one	 of	 the	 many	
sports	she	made	an	impact	in.		

The	 newspaper	 billboard:	 Horowhenua’s	
queen	of	sport	dies	a	testament	to	her.		I	still	
have	a	copy	of	the	newspaper	article	covering	
her	 death	which	highlighted	her	 involvement	
in	sport.	Nine	different	sporting	organisations	
awarded	 her	 their	 highest	 honour	 life	
membership	as	well	as	a	well	deserved	MBE.	

*				*				*				*				*				*				*				*	
Last	 weekend	 Wellington	 hosted	 the	 North	
Island	 Masters	 Championships	 with	
Manawatu	 athletes	 well	 to	 the	 fore.	
Unfortunately	 in	 many	 instances	 grades	 had	
to	 be	 combined	 to	 avoid	 athletes	 having	 to	
compete	by	themselves.		

Brayden	 Grant	 had	 a	 good	 championship	
winning	 all	 his	 events	 in	 the	 M30	 grade.	 He	
took	out	the	60m	in	7.50s,	the	100m	in	11.55s	
the	 200m	 in	 23.11s	 and	 the	 800m	 in	 2m	
06.42s,	all	very	good	efforts.		

Andrew	Davenport	was	another	to	take	out	all	
his	 events	 in	 the	M50	grade	200m	 in	 27.40s,	
the	 800m	 in	 2m	 12.43s	 the	 1500m	 in	
4m39.18s	 and	 the	 javelin	 with	 a	 25.34m	
throw.	

Brian	 Curry	 competed	 in	 the	 M55	 grade	
winning	 the	 high	 jump	 with	 a	 1.60m	
clearance,	 he	 also	won	 the	200m	and	gained	
third	 placings	 in	 the	 60m,	 100m	 shot,	 discus	
and	javelin.	

Mike	Shephard	had	a	busy	time	being	the	only	
competitor	in	the	M75	age	coming	away	with	
the	 titles	 in	 the	 high	 jump,	 long	 jump,	 triple	
jump,	shot	put,	discus	and	weight	throw.		

Vanessa	 Story	 was	 another	 to	 make	 a	 clean	
sweep	 in	 all	 her	 events	 in	 the	 W40	 grade	

Newsletter	#18	

Results	and	news	from	Wednesday	21st	
to	Tuesday	27th	November	2018	



taking	 out	 the	 60m	 in	 8.79s,	 the	 100m	 in	
14.08s,	 the	 200m	 in	 28.39s	 and	 the	 400m	 in	
64.22s.	

Francie	 Bayler	 was	 another	 to	 be	 busy	
winning	the	60m,	100m,	 long	 jump	and	triple	
jump	in	the	W75	grade.		

Dale	 McMillan	 competed	 in	 the	 W50	
pentathlon	scoring	2309	point	to	take	out	the	
event	 .	 Gill	 Evans	 appears	 to	 be	 dominant	 in	
the	W65	throws	winning	the	five	events.	

*				*				*				*				*				*				*				*	
This	 weekend	 our	 top	 secondary	 school	
athletes	 are	 down	 in	 Dunedin	 competing	 in	
the	 New	 Zealand	 Secondary	 Schools	
championships	 and	 we	 wish	 them	 well	 and	
will	follow	their	results	with	interest.		

It	 was	 certainly	 great	 to	 see	 many	 of	 them	
having	 their	 final	 hit	 out	 at	 last	 Tuesdays	
clubnight.	 I	was	most	 impressed	with	the	run	
of	 Kimberley	 Walsh	 in	 the	 300m	 and	 the	
efforts	 of	 Emma	 Leader	 and	 Sam	Mackinder	
over	 the	 hurdles.	 	 Harrison	 Porritt	 is	 home	
from	his	studies	in	Auckland	and	looking	to	be	
in	great	form	leading	Andre	Le	Pine	Day	home	
for	a	very	quick	600m.	

*				*				*				*				*				*				*				*	
Arthur	Eustace	was	this	country’s	top	athletic	
administrators	and	the	Palmerston	North	club	
has	 decided	 that	 their	 Southern	North	 Island	
Championships	 will	 now	 be	 known	 as	 the	
Arthur	Eustace	Memorial	Meeting.		

This	 event	 takes	 place	 at	 the	 Manawatu	
Community	 Athletic	 Track	 next	 Saturday.	
Entries	 for	 this	 event	 close	 on	 Thursday	 6th	
December.	

*				*				*				*				*				*				*				*	
Shaun	 Popow	 and	 Vanessa	 Story	 will	 once	
again	 manage	 our	 team	 to	 the	 2019	 North	
Island	Colgate	Games	which	are	being	held	in	
Hamilton	in	January.		

Entries	 for	 this	 event	 have	 now	 been	
completed	and	it	 is	great	to	see	that	the	club	
will	 be	 represented	 by	 team	 of	 28	 young	
athletes.	I	will	preview	this	team	closer	to	the	
event.	

	

Star	of	the	Week	

This	week	our	star	of	the	week	goes	to	
William	Rolfe.	

	

William	competing	at	the	South	Island	Colgate	Games	in	
Timaru	earlier	this	year	(Photo	courtesy	of	Tara	Rolfe)	

William	 was	 the	 golden	 boy	 at	 his	 school	
athletics	 day	 last	 Thursday	 and	 broke	 seven	
Carncot	 School	 athletic	 records.	 What	 a	
tremendous	 effort,	 William!	 All	 your	 hard	
work	at	training	has	definitely	paid	off.	


